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In advance of the #Danniversary of the begin- also a lesson for the whole of humanity, which having
ning of World War IlI, the Council of Federation of the survived that tragedy built in the aftermath of 1945 a
Federal Assembly of the Russian Federation calls on tteystem of international relations relying on the basic
international community to assess in a fair and impartigbrinciples of democracy, mutual respect, renunciation of
manner the causes and consequences of that historithé use of force, which are at the heart of the UN and
event. other international organizations.

World War II, which began on 1 September However in advance of the sad anniversary in
1939, was the most terrible tragedy of th& 26ntury. It some European countries, including in those that fought
claimed dozens of millions of human lives. The memoryon t he si de of Hitl erbés Ger m
of those people must remain pure and untainted by artional parliamentary bodies, active attempts have been
possible distortion to suit political trends. made to review the real causes of World War Il and to

History has delivered its verdict: the leaders ofattribute equal responsibility for launching it to the
Nazi Germany are the main perpetrators of that traged SSR and Hitl er6s Ger many an
The international military tribunal in Nuremberg classiracqui t t hose who became Hitl e
fied their actions to unleash the aggressive war as thed crimes on the territory of countries occupied by the
gravest crime against humanity. The international comNazis and were defeated along with the Third Reich.
munity recognized that sentence as final and irreversible. The Council of Federation of the Federal As-

World War Il resulted from irreconcilable con- sembly of the Russian Federation firmly declares those
tradictions among a number of States, their egoisticattempts to be an open insult to our multiethnic people
ambitions and aggressive aspirations, which had bedhat paid the highest price for the havdn peace. The
mounting since the early 1920s. moves to revise history pursue faaching political

At the same time, it must be recalled that ingoals aimed at reviewing the outcome of World War IlI.
pursuit of their own goals political forces ruling in cer- As a result, they undermine the existing system of inter-
tain influential European States up until the very beginnational relations and constitute a source of new hotbeds
ning of World War Il hampered the establishment inof tension among European peoples and nations, which
Europe of an efficient collective security system, whichcontradicts the key principles and interests of security
back then was impossible without the USSR just as it iand global stability.

i mpossible without Russi a n o Wwe Cddacis af deddration fofothie e~edgral Ag o | -
icy of the 1930s can be given various assessniethis  sembly of the Russian Federation strongly denounces
is a matter of interpretation; but it is an undeniable facattempts to interpret historical facts in a tendentious

that the USSR consistently advocated the establishmentanner used as a tool in toda
of an allEuropean system of mutual obligations andthe world.
guarantees to prevent an-alit military conflict. Unfor- The Council of Federation of the Federal As-

tunately, that position was not met with support fromsembly hopes for understanding and support from those

ot her States either when wHadark aboud the hdtericahauthyand wha peacefal iful at e |
ally dismantling theVersaille§ Washington systerof  ture of Europe and the whole world.

international relations that came into being after World

War |, after the Anschluss of Austria or when to The Council of Federation
appease6 Hitler he was given the r i ghofthetFederal Assemblye t he
ture of Czechoslovakia, a sovereign European state. of the Russian Federation

World War Il was not only a dreadful ordeal but
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0 CAUCASUS GHOSTSO

The predominance of primitive understandings of Following the same administrative and geo-
the others, especially not well known peopl&sstill graphical reasoning as their tsarist predecessors, the Bol-
widespread. Today in the West an image is entrenched sheviks divided Osetia into two parts. The NeBtetian
Osetians as a people who recklessly reject the generoAsitonomous Soviet Socialist Republic became a part of
suggestions of the Saakashvily regime to enjoy living inThe Russian Soviet Federative Socialist Repulitaile
the democratic, prdVestern Georgia. Instead, it alleg- the SouthOsetian Autonomous District joined newly
edly exposes itself to the Georgian rockets with the sinestablished Georgiarsoviet Socialist Republic This
gle aim of satisfying it sagathwasdona withimithedrantewarkofithe unitary state d i f
to say from where this view originates: racial prejudicegentity, the Soviet Union, the internal borders of which
Eurocentric hubris, or mere ignorance. In reality, to unwere merely administrative, and not state.
derstand the Osetian position one needs to step back a  As soon as the Soviet Union started reelinghat
few centuries. end of the 1980s, the nationalistic movement in Georgia

In 1774, two years before the Declaration of Inde+esumed its struggle for annexation of South Osetia and
pendence by the United States treaties of a historic#lbkhazia. The brutal antbsetiancampaign of harass-
significance were signed between Osetian communasent and threats was launched. Raised to power in Geor-
and Russian Tzar 6s Gover ganeyrthe ,wavé of xainatignalist Imevemerd Presidéna r y
joining of the whole of Osetia (both North and South)Gamsakhurdia overtly took the course of breaking the
with Russia. And only 9 years later, i.e. in 1783, Georgiaepublic away from the Soviet Union, completéyor-
signed the famous Georgievski Treaty, according tang the will of the population of South Osetia and
which she was taken under the protection of Russia. FAbkhazia,though being autonomous they had the right
nally, Georgia also joined Russia in 1801. As a result ofo selfdetermination.

this treaty and Russian army appearing in the South Cau- New Georgian authorities promulgated the slogan
casus, the Georgian people were saved flominaton A Geor gia i s for Georgiansbo. (
by Persia and Turkéy they abolished its autonomy. In such conditions the peo-

The division of Osetia into its North and South ple of South Osetia took the only possible decision capa-
was undertaken for the first time by the Tsarist Governble of securing their survival, declaring the establishment
ment, based on the convenience of administering thes# their own independent state. This decision was arrived
lands. The Southern part of Osetia divided from thet in the light of the entire history of the Osetian people,
Northern one by the Main Caucasian Ridge was includednd was made on the same judicial reasons as those on
into the Tiphlis Thilisi) GeneralGovernorship just for which Georgia itself split from the Soviet Union.
geographical reasons and was administered within the In response to the unilaterally expressed will of
framework of the Russian Empire and not that of an inOsetians, the Georgian authorities launched the second
dependent Georgia. genocide of this people in 199P. Based on criminal

When Georgia declared its independence, thand extremist groups, gangs of militants were created,
very possibility of which occurred as a resulttloé Rus- which started terrorizing and forcing out Osetians from
sian Revolution of 1917, the South Osetians wanted ttheir native lands.
remain part of Soviet Russia together with the Northern The Russian authorities could not abstain from
part of the country. In response the Government of Geosupporting South Osetia due to geopolitical reasons,
gia under the leadership of N.Zhordania unleashed theghatever pressure was exerted by the West. Being the
first genocide of the Osetian people in 192the Geor- only Christian people in the region of Nor@aucasus,
gian army marched into the Osetian lands and five and @setians were traditionally viewed by Russia as the most
half thousand Osetians were killed; fifty thousand refureliable partner in this region when it was facing the Is-
gees fled to Russia, while thousands of their homes wetamic extremism.
burned. In the first term of his presidential tenure

For three previous centuries Eastern Georgig20002004) Putin started increasing humanitarian aid to
(Kartly-Kakchety county) was conquered by Persia, an&outh Osetia. As a result the life of ordinary people
western Georgia (Imeretia couniypy Turkey. started returning somewhat to normal. For instance, re-
Osetians onlyreturned to their native places in 1921 tired South Osetians were permitted to apply for pen-
when the Red Army crushed tlwunterrevolutionary  sions in Russia.
and nationalisticegime in Georgia. The question of issuing Russian passports should

«Information Bulletiny August 2009, special issue 2



O0CAUCASUS GHOSTS®O

be singled out. This issue is used particularly to provelay War of 2008 e Russian Foreign Ministry persis-

the fiaggressiveo ambi t i o ntentlyp &lthough dutildyr teiedIta persuadenGeargaatd i t y

was rather an involuntary act on the part of Russian awsign an accord making it mandatory not to use force

thorities. From the moment of the collapse of the Sovieagainst Osetia and Abkhazia.

Union, obtaining a Russian passport was a4stagding Thus, Osetian orientation to atliance with Rus-

demand of the South Osetians over many years, whichi a i s by no means a product

had been left unsatisfied. The Osetian population of thas some in the West want to depict it, but a result of

unrecognised republic had only outdated Soviet IDs and historical choice made more than two hundred years

was not permitted to go anywhere beyond the borders adigo. It was also a response of Osetians to the challenges

South Osetia. Even visiting their relatives in the Northof new times that cabe well explained by the concept

Osetia the southerners formally stayed in Russia illeef the British historian Arnold Toynbee, arguing that

gally, and had no judicial rights. Obtaining Russian passsociety makes its fateful choices in response to a threat

ports was for Osetians the only way to secure at leaso its very survival

some guarantees of their rights.
In August 2004 the regime of the current Geor-! Bliev M., 2006, Yujnaya Osetia v Kolliziakh Rossiy-

gian President Saakashvili sent troops into South Oseti&ko-Gruzinskikh Otnosheniy (South Osetia in the Colli-

trying to solve the conflict by force. Fighting continued sions of the Russ@eorgian Relations), (Vladikavkaz:

for 10 days, leading to the complete failure of the asProektPress), pp. 30319.

sault, when 50 Georgian Special Forces men were cap- . .
tured. 9 P E)Toynbee A., 1947A Study of History(Abridgment of

r}/olumes VI by D.C. Somervell), (New York & Lon-
don: Oxford University Press).

Russia abstained then from any interference i
this fighting. However, all these years before the Five

Ruslan Dzarazov
THE NEW OGREAT GAMES I N THE CAU

The increasing struggle
for control over the oil rich
regions of the Caspian Sea and
Central Asia is often referred
to as the fdAntew Gre
This term was coined in the
19" century by the British poet
Kipling, referring to the strate-
gic rivalry between Great Brit-
ain and Russia for domination
over the same area. It was the
resumption of this
determined the significance of
the Caucasus in the global
American strategy. The first
attempt to kick Russia out
from the Caucasus was made
in the course of the actual war
by-proxy waged by the West
in Chechnya with the help of
Islamic extremists The same
aim is pursued through involv-
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THE NEW OGREAT GAMEO6 I N THE CAUCASUS AND RUSSI A

ing Ukraine and Georgia in NATO and shouldering Rusitently pursued the rearmament and training of the Geor-
sia out of the Black Sea. gian army. The military budget of this small country has

The United States has chosen Georgia as its majgKYrocketed under Saakashvili by more than 30 times,
instrument of carrying out their policy of hegemony in amounting to nearly $1billion, a gigantic figure for such
the Caucasus. Durinthe Rose Revolution of 2003 they & POOr nation, equal to 8.5 % of its GNP. The USA sup-
removed their failed proxyi Edward Shevarnadze plied Georgla with modern Commumcatl.o'n and |nf[eII|-
replacing him wi tihMichaklesa-r 9RCE fAURTEE]Ly small, gyrgs and military vehicles,
akashvili. This anot her- A%9N9Y gtt}erinad_lltarry &0, Yhilg the cgyntges pfFas- ¢
Soviet arenais an exemplary case of using American€m Europe, Ukraine and Israel provided various defen-

isoft power o sive and offensive weapons. Agesult elite units total-

- ) ] ] ling to 1520 thousand men were created in the Georgian
Saakashvili surrounded himself with American army. They wereorderedthe shameful mission to be-

consultants and PR specialists. President George Wome the major instrument of aggression against South

Bush caled Geor gi a fa beacon ogdia NuhePobsdstdRA instrubidtdprovided training

Zbignev Brzezinski refer edqnbrnitdof theBSorgilrParmy dshe; T ndepend
democracyo, facing AMoscow's ruthless attempt to sub-

orn, subdue % Ore ca yudge todwhat ate&

degree Georgia is really independent from the fact thdtkleveman L., 2003, The New Great Game. Blood and
its highest officials are on the American payroll. TheOil in Central Asia, (London: Atlantic BooksRashid
democratic character of modern Georgia is therefore nA., 2002, Taliban. Islam, Oil and the New Great Game
less dubious than its independence. in Central Asia, (London: I.B. Tauris & Co Ltd.).

Once the Rose Revolution of 2003 brought to* Goriaynov S., 2005, Dengy Terrora. Kto oplatil
power in Georgia the activists of pAamerican move- Beslan? (Money for Terror. Who Paid for Beslan),
ments, the United States quickly reduced the financingMoscow: Izdatelstvo Evropa).
of civil society programs, reallocating their funds in fa-3 o . -
vour of the central GovernméntThey increased their Brzezinski Z., 2008, Staring Down the Russiafisne
military cooperation with that country. All five years August 14.
before August War of 2008 the United States patsis- “Kessler G.pp. cit

Ruslan Dzarazov

THE FIVEDAY WAR AND
THE THIRD GENOCIDE OF OSETIAN PEOPLE

As depicted by the American periodical Tinlee  tary would go on to Abkhazia.
Georgians while unleashing the war against South Osetia The Russjan Foreign Ministry persistently sug-

Aifell into the yawning tr Qed?hﬁttGeJrg?arsigﬁahrﬁlﬂﬂaag#ééfnerﬁ BrfneXUS s i a

As soon as the Georgian troops marched into the rebely ressive means of solving this crisis. When these ef-

lious pro];/incg on PAugust 2008 fith@is Bitbd SHe Rissiah Sie unambiguously let the
p 0 u n t Bemgreluctantly compelled to recognize thateqrgians know that it would not step aside in the event
it was Georgia who started the war, the Western ma any aggressive actions. Russian Foreign Ministry

media tried to justify her actions arguing that she wagy,qe corresponding statements, warning Thilisi about its
iprovokedo by Russia. responsibility for using force.

First of all, it is important to note that Georgia In contrast to the Saakashvili regime, Russia
had been making preparations for its latest aggression ff, 4o oyvert preparations for the probable conflict, mak-
a considerable time. As noted by an independent milita%g her position clear both to the Georagian side and to
expert, fAFollowing the c htﬁeQ/vBrlg Eofh@uhity Orhus, 80h B&Wye?, thé dlrectorbf 2 © |

of the GeorgiafOsetian conflict, one clearly sees thaty, Washingtorbased Center on Crisis Reporting, pre-
the Georgian Armed Forces accomplished an operationgl; -t e 4 as ear | y as 2006 that

. . i
deployment beforehand, prior to starting combat acy;ith Ryssia he has sometimgs aPpeared to seek, it is the
c

tionso. The Georgian millpteaorpy| eP o8P a3l € onunqlq%@rfh\&eo A\ 9 ¢
of concentration of their troops. This deployment in-, 5 |eading Russiwatcher Dimitri Simes, president of

cluded the construction of fortifications and a builof 1o Ni xon Cent er in Washingtc
troop numbers in strategic positiorShortly before the g o rto maintains in 2008 tha
war military exerci ses- crqeltlaq.q, ,Igil,énéneﬁh@b?ecrteesdpot”,hsee e a

20080 took place with 1t h&noPadnkricdn Gipidndt tha? dhy Rdrgiarf \HoGelirto® 2 N -
Georgian,Azerbaijanian and Ukrainian militaries. The South Osetia such as what happened two weeks ago
object of these exercises,,¥3sy ﬁttraikgignegr qucfﬁ%]t&agﬁ(ﬁ?ﬁglsia

problematic territory, conducting operations on stabilisapy;o s ¢ o w6 s = f a Antetican tleadership. t whieh

tion and achieving Sec“riddﬁ}’%ctJ&‘eSa"AI@aﬂshV‘(/aisli §Val?r ot

under the guidance of American specialists and assume o ) ) ]
that, after taking over South Osetia, the Georgian mili- It is impossible to regard the choice of the night
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THE FIVEDAY WAR AND THE THIRD GENOCIDE OF OSETIAN PEOPLE

tanks and other armoured vehicles
and thousands of enemy soldiers
rushed in its streets, they were met by
only three hundred (!) defenders
Osetians, armed only with sub
machine guns andand antitank gre-
nade launcheBut as soon as the first
enemy combat vehicles were set on
fire and the first casualties inflicted
on its personnel,
tered the morale of the Georgian sol-
diers, who had been counting on a
quick ¥Y¥ictorybod

However, in cases where the
Georgian military happened to be-
come temporarily masters othe

e = ’ ,.“. 4 - - &

e 1 — e Alraret ’ el
before the opening of Olympics to start the attack asituation, they demonstrated a truly beastly brutality.
anything other than mere perfidy in relation to the wholeTestimonies of tens of thousands of withesses and mate-
world community. Thilisi obviously hoped that a quickly rial evidence irrefutably proved the fact of the third
accomplished operation against the poorly armedenocide of Osetians committed by the Georgian au-
Afseparatistso would be ovthoritiee.f ore the world would
off the TV screens. But the pinnacle of lies was the asA great deal of evidence is represented by Tskhinval
surances regarding a cedse made by the president itself, where 70% of buildings were completely de-
and other Georgian high officials hours before startingtroyed or partially damaged. The situation was even
their offensive. more frightening in Osetian villages, briefly occupied by
Warfare started with the pounding of the resigenthe invaders. The toll of pe.rished and missing amounted
to about 1,700 people, while more than 30,000 became

tial districts of Tskhinval and the positions of the Rus- . - .
sian peacekeepers by the Georgian rocket systemsref“gees- The scale and gravity of such atrocities testify

AGrado (AHailo), 203 mm Matthe ppewtion Cleargd Feld was gimedpngt,ay the.
zers of even more formidable striking fofcAccording Nf €storation of the _
to information from the New York Times, a large groupauthorltles lied, and not even at a forced annexation of

t hi

constitut

of witnesses testified t hythOsaia e Geprga buiat thestaightfiorward glimi- ,
akashvilios order, Geor gnaigofasgnifcantnymber of Psetians,cleagyaimgdy | p g

at forcing the rest to flee from their native land. This fact

civilian sections of the city of Tskhinvali, as well as _ ) ;
a Russian peacekeeping base there, with heavy barra%%éo obvious to the whole population of South Osetia

of rocket a A dhe aist tofi thel Geargjan r_qmrité Rjtter experience; the_ refusal of Weste(n ppliti—
strategy was manifestly expressed by the code nam&i@ns to recognize the_ Georgian acts as ge_noude is per-
given it by the country CF\edRysSpeuth Oselipgsas,a degopstrajion of hypocy
Cleared Fieldo). nsy.

Despite the fact that Russia decided to defend its It is important to note that had Russia failed to
citizens in South Osetia, the particular day and hour g€t the Georgian aggression near its Southern borders
the strike was not known to her army. As a result thdvith a decisive repulse, she herself would have inevita-

first column of Russian troops only arrived in TskhinvalPly faced an acute internal crisis. Indeed, in the morning
on the evening of®August. Up until then the enormous of the 8th August the relatives, acquaintances and sym-

task of containing the overwhelming enemy forces acbathizers of those who were hiding from the Georgian

crued to a handful of the Russian peacekeepers, units 'of® ¢ X € i
the Ministry of Defence of South Osetia and the Osetia§@thering in front of the local Government and Parlia-
volunteers. These developments revealed that Tskhinvg]ent bwldmg in th_e central square of Vladikavkaz, the
had poor defences with regard to military engineering, afrth Osetian capital. Outraged with what they thought

well as shortages in arms and the supply of ammunitiof@S @ Russian reluctance to act, people demanded imme-
to Osetians in the crucial first two days of hostilities. diate and deC|S|ye actions on the part of the Russian
army to save their Southern brethren. If all these people,

On 8th August in the early morning Georgian iaking the Georgian invasion as overt aggression and a
tanks and infantry entered the largely destroyed TSkh”hross national and personal offence, had decided that
val, with ruins still smoking. Obviously they expected nogq th Osetia had been betrayed by the Russian leader-
serious resistance. Indeed they immediately occupieghip a violent outburst of their rage would have become
nearly 30% of the mty_ternto?y But this time Georgian jnevitable. The situation in Vladikavkaz and in Russia as
fighters were not destined to gain glory in war. In con-3 \whole immediately improved when Russian President

trast to Osetian and Russian solfjiers they were not at lleqvedev declared his military support of the South
ready to entrench themselves in the ground they ha@getia at 3.30 p.m. ol"@ugust.

gained and staunchly defend them. In the first, most . L
critical hours of the defence of Tskhinval, when tens of The widespread accusation in the West that Rus-
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THE FIVEDAY WAR AND THE THIRD GENOCIDE OF OSETIAN PEOPLE

i abs response t o t he fAlGemamiitaaar i arcti ahservwasi onod r
di sproportionated can n ctancebthe NATOgnasidnandthe Balkang) shette ia pro-rs  a s
anything other than straightforward support for brazenlonged, largescale campaign of air strikes devastated the
aggression. As it was already noted, Russia used eveBerbian civil infrastructure, Kkilling about
opportunity to prevent this war. Despite her efforts wara thousand civiliansThis fact refutes the opinion wide-

was initiated by Georgia and peacekeepers and civilarspr ead i n the West about a A
had already suffered significant casualties by the tm&r eml i n f or an innocent Georg
the first Russian units reached Tskhinval. With forceh el p of t hepiOgeanam. fiRdtoler ,
equal to its enemy, Russia overwhelmed the aggressavitnessed Georgian aggression, founded on impudence,

She abstained from occupying the Georgian territoryrutality and adventurism which counted ®¥estern,

beyond the necessary security zone around South Oset@imarily American, help as a first and last resort.

including only the areas from which Tskhinval was
shelled. Russian air forces limited their actions to théSawyer J.pp. cit
Combing o rleny osilons and il estuClE o me s tad T. 2008, Putings .
the fifth day of hostilities, which meant that Russian ower AgainUs News orid Reparaugust 2.

intervention was not prolonged, but on the contrary led Barankevich A 2008, We Fought Desparately,

to the quickest possible termination of hostilities. ConselKvaysa 2 September, p. 3.

quently, many lives were saved, both of Osetians anfiChivers C. and Shanker T., 2008, Georgia Eager to
Georgians. Rebuild Its Defeated Armed Force$he New York

On the whole the short operation of the Russiarfimes September 2.
army fforcing Georgia to °piop¢EZR 6pcitmeets the criteria o

s
i

Ruslan Dzarazov
THE AFTERMATH OF THE WAR

came the logical completion of the
Russian military campaign.

The FiveDay War in the Cau-
casus has shown the immaturity of
the political class of modern Geor-
gia, added to its failure to create a
truly independent state in all the
years since the collapse of the So-
viet Union. The gross incompe-
tence of the Georgian leadership
became apparent not only with the
complete inefficiency of its mili-
tary on the battlefield, but also in
its inability to forecast the prob-
able consequences of its own ac-
tions. The Deputy Defence Minis-
ter of Georgia recognized that the
Government of his country did not

Assessing the war in South Osetia, American anabelieve in the possibility of reciprocal Russian actions,
l ysts observed that Russiandveas competelii enpreppredifor the dounteroffensiveot b
| i a h The pmerican weekly Time Magazine draws aof her troopd This is further reinforced by the Georgian
parallel between these events and the USA wars in Irasfaff papers, captured by Russian trdo@rders issued
in 1991 and 2003, noting that this time Putin applied thgust a few hours before the start of hostilities defise
Powel | doctrine: just as twiet en®angddhmeHiOseitn@asn aemoeas
the Georgian troops si mpl the pacekeepers.| Netd thai nodRessiantfdices aRumers i a n
a s s & Ut is naliceable also that Russia skilfully com- tioned. Georgian reliance on Western help was also
plemented her actions on the battleground with an effideeply flawed.

cient cyberattack on Georgian servers and \Atifes. The price of the war for the aggressor proved to be
One more indisputably useful lesson to be drawn apsyiremelyhigh, and it can not be reduced to the militar

) ; X N ) y
peared, again in Time MaggdgZek Qdhe. AdEBRdyuehce bf Hdowh redkiBsE adP € @ T
because it may just be s Madflsn! GebrifISst Sr&dt Gny hdp&sedtd-! T 1 on

South Osetian and Abkhazian independence and provideiher withSouth Osetia and Abkhazia within one state.
ing military security guarantees to these countries b%oreover, Turkey and Azerbaijan demanded that the
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THE AFTERMATH OF THE WAR

TurksMeskhetins return to Georgia, together with the Historical experience proved that it is the ascendancy
restoration of the autonomy of Adzharia region , and thef Russia as a great power that has opened for Ocetians
establishment of a new autonomy for the Muslim poputhe way to survival and development and on the other
lation of Borchaly region (Kvem&artly)®. This process hand, as soon as the Russian state reels the very exis-
well may lead to the disintegration of the country. Thetence of Osetians is questioned. Indeed, as shown above,
inefficiency of the Georgian armed forces has raisedhe first genocide of the Osetian people occurred in 1920
serious questions concerning whether it makes any sendaring the civil war following the Russian Revolution,

to make further investments in them, and it undermineavhile the second took place in the turmoil caused by the
previous efforts of t he caollapse of the Sovieménobn. fihe thirdmttem® ® elimi- n g i
as a potentially seri®dues naté Osettars risyparficalarly nevealing,obecayse ivis a o
adventurism of the Georgian leadership has significantlyesult of an attack on the strategic positions of Russia
worsened the prospect s’ o initia®ehythg Wesb I$ in thenfitstetwoi casgs thdl BebrO
Defeat in this war forced the Georgian opposition tagian nationalists acted on their own, in the third case
guestion its expediency, which in turn gave rise to théhey enjoyed a powerful external support, and hence the
political crisis of the Saakashvili regifhe threat to the existence of the Osetian people grew dra-

Another important result of this war is an increasingmatically.
conflict of interests between the USA and their NATO In this respect, the major lesson thia¢ Osetian peo-
allies connected to this is the mediatory role of theple draw from the recent war is that the single guarantee
French President Sar k ozy .ofitt suwvivald tlersvivg) af Russiaiaoame ohthedead- c a u s
Americans disappointmehtA week before the start of ing powers.
the war Israel declared the cessation of military deliver-
ies to Georgia, while after the hostilities ended the Israefr— -
Government has done everything in its power to avoid Friedman G.op. cit
confrontation with Russia. In the course of this war Tur Thompson M.pp. cit
E%éhet:;ff’; rggﬁ?gﬁlgfvgggiggnthriosrg“1}2%3rgzlnek t00f3Cienski J., 2008 Thilici Admits Misjudging Russia,
Moscow than to Thilisi or Washington. The war in Southi:mancwJII TimesAugust 21, 200?' ) ]
Osetia caused great uneasiness in Turkey because Rusdg@ranets V., 2008, Kak Gruzia Gotovila Vtorzheniyer
is the latteros maj or en dHoy Eeoyig prenaredsfer the nyagiopmsomgly s o g n
portant market for Turkish products and investments.  Skaya PravdaNovember 21, pp. 23.

With regard to the ideological resuits of this war, one Sanakoev .| 2008, U Yujnoi Osetii Est Argumenty
should note that despite the larggale brainwashing Dlya Mezhdunarodnoi Tr!bouny (_South Osetia Has Ar-
campaign on the part of the Western media, very few i§uments for the International Tribunejevernaya Os-
the noRWestern world condemn the legitimate defenceetiya No. 187, 10 October.
by Russia of its interests in the Caucasus. Indeed, as Pf&hivers C. and Shanker Bp. cit
fessor Mahbubani from Simgapdiefient 088 4 yiar on SuMifiisiae® f. 1 e
world is bemused by west &lalst 1 oralirs'ing on eorgiao.
The Western view of the 29 > femains i solated. #Aln rea
ity most support Russi a agaiameew T.12R08, GeqraiapsyQuestpn Wedem & | ¢
siders Mahbubatfl. From this, he thinks, a strategic les- War with RussiaThe Washington PgsEeptember 9, p.
son should be drawn. Al2.

However the American international relations expert Friedman G., 2008, Israeli Strategy after the Russo
community is not in a rush to draw any lessons, still disGeorgian  War, StratFor, September 8, http://
cussing instead such fAoptWWWs§traatfofrocoa/anmphelklY/boycot
ing the Sochi Olympics 2014 However, getting israeli_strategy_after_russo_georgian_war
bogged down in the Middle East, needing the cooperad®Mahbubani K.pop. cit
tion of Russia on a number of strategic issues, and lack;
ing the support of some of its key NATO allies, the
United States has few effective means of Apuni shingbo
Russia.

Brzezinski Z., op. cit

About Crimes committed by Georgian troops against children
in South Ossetia during the GeougOssetia Conflict (Fact sheet)

On the night of August-8, 2008, the leadership settlements for many hours. This preplanned barbaric
of Georgia unleashed military aggression against Southlow was deliberately dealt at night in a purposeful
Ossetia. Using heavy artillery, tanks, Grad volley firecalculation to kill as many civilians as possible and put
systems and bombers, the Georgian army conductete entire life support system of the population out of
massive indiscriminate fire at residential quarters andction. According to South Ossetian side data as of
infrastructure facilities of the South Ossetian capitalSeptember 9, 2008, which are still being specified, the
Tskhinval, its suburbs and a number of other humanumber of killed stood at 1492, among them families with
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THE FIVEDAY WAR AND THE THIRD GENOCIDE OF OSETIAN PEOPLE

Dzhsussoyev, 14, died when Georgian tanks
opened fire on the car in which they were
riding. Their mother was hurled out
of the car by a blast wave and her husband
and children were burnt alive before her
eyes; also there, -a snip
yearold schoolgirl, A.Shonazarovi.

Here also, on the Zar Road, the
parents of Inna Vasiliyeva, 13, and her sister
Irina, 13, got killed. The children were left
in care of their grandmother and
grandfather. Many of those killed, including
minors, burnt alive in the cars destroyed by
Georgian troops, have never been
identified.

They were killing people in houses
and on the streets. Thus, the Yelbakiyev

children, including infants, and pregnant women.family i a mother and her thrgearold daughteii were

The nightly shellings of Tskhinval from Georgia shot in their own home in Tskhinval. The brutal character
became more frequent in late July and early August. Iof the killings, including children, committed by Georgian
this connection some families made a decision to taker oo p s, is borne out by the
children to other areas of Georgia or to Russia for summ@rhus, the aboveentioned Safonova saw the decapitated
holidays. Yet of course many children remained in Soutibody of a boy with cubff legs on the street, along with
Ossetia. The number of those who were still in Tskhinvathe disfigured corpses of six women, some parts of whose
and the adjacent areas at the time the aggression bedgam di es wer e absent. Accordincg
has not yet been precisely established; among thetaestimonies, Georgian troops blew up the church in the
schoolchildren alone numbered at least 500. For threéllage of Dmenis, where women, children and old people
days these children had to take shelter from a masought shelter from bomb strikes. She also saw a
barrage in damp and cold cellars in summer clothes;eorgian tank crushing an elderly woman with two
without food and water. When adults tried to take childrerchildren, as they sought safety in flight. From the
out of the zone of fighting, they were often killed ortestimonies of M. S. Tomayev it follows, that Georgian
injured on the streets of the city and outside itsoldiers shot a pregnant woman dead. From R. I

After capturing on August 8 a considerable partofSanakoevédés testimonies in Tskt
Tskhinval and adjacent South Ossetian settlementg,eni n Str eet Georgian troops
Georgian troops started awbeni chael dirhouwnmst oup owi p €& o pMag ef ow
purpose of their total extermination. Civilians were beingporegnant woman several times with a knife, whereupon
fired upon from tanks, armored carriers and small armshe passed away on the spot
including by snipers. Georgian heavy armor deliberately There are also confirmed facts of wounds, grave
crushed people, and Georgian spefoates units, as they physical mutilations and psychic traumas of children
methodically mopped up the captured neighborhoodseceived in the course of the barbaric bombings and
threw grenades into cellars and ruins so as to finish off thehooting attacks. Thus, V. K. Tskhovrebova, a female
survivors and injured people hiding there. Ambulanceesident of Tskhinval, testifies that as a result of firing
cars trying to take wounded people out of the zone alonfjom Georgia her daughter Kristifiaby her husban
the northbound Zar Road were shot down with aimed firename Miroshnichenko, Kristina Aleksandrovna, (b. 1992)
Georgian artillery men had beforehand zeroed in on thit received a fragment wound of the left arm and the belly,
route, obviously knowing that only civilians were to leaveunderwent two operations and now requires constant
the city along it. medical treatment. She, like her young sister Viktoria (b.

Direct evidences of the killings of children in 1994), had acute posttraumatic stress. The children are in
South Ossetia committed by Georgian troops are tha state of heavy depression.
eyewitness testimonies collected and documented by law The children of South Ossetia lived through a
enforcement bodies of the Russian Federation and bwilitary conflicti a strong psychotraumatic event causing

nongovernmental organizations. different forms of psychic disadaptation, including
Following are but some of the concrete factsposttraumatic stress disordiz.
regarding these crimes A child may experience a psychological shock

According to the testimony of Zh. P. Safonova, hereven if he or she is only an eyewitness of a tragic event
acquaintance Marina Chochiyeva was shot in cold bloodnd not its direct participant. In this case his or her
by Georgian troops in her car together with her childreemotions are so strong that the waiganized
and sister on the Zar Road near Tskhinval. The beginningechanisms of psychological defense turn out to be
of the Zar Road is the open part of the way. Georgiadisrupted. The children lose the sense of being protected,
troops had it in their sights, knowing that only civilianstheir sense of confidence in themselves and in their
were leaving Tskhinval along it. Dozens of vehicles weremearest and dearest. Many other parents (D. T. Kabisova,
hit there. Such shootings of refugees acquired &. V. Valiyeva, Y. E. Eihorst and others) also testify about
systematic character. In similar attempts to escape thesychic disorders of their children due to the bombings
burning city Dina Dzhussoyeva, 15, and Aslanand shelling that destroyed their homes.
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No lesser psychic traumas befell the children and A shortterm course of training has been conducted
teenagers who witnessed their parents and contemporarigs a volunteer group of 14 from among the staff members
being murdered, or who lost their kith and kin. Thus, &f the Youth Affairs Committee of the Republic of South
female classmate was killed be.fore the eyeS of EOSSetia on the questions Of rendering primary
Guchmazova, 1.4; teenager A. Babilov lost his mother anEsychologicaI help to victims. At the present time the
grandmother in  Tskhinval. igearold Seryozha resuits of the collection of materials are being
Kachmazov staunchly endured all the ordeals, but h'ﬁrocesseci.
mother knew no answer to 't h ens as_r@sUI@&Nthe%ﬂrﬁaﬁct.sheﬂir{gé by Gdokyigry 0 1 €
now going to shoot Us?0 SHdRpsSadanst -the Thbplldted Vatehs! of B&uth WRdetla: |
already hear the rumble @ghi Odf e ntaash ﬁosbpiQIaqesr af i Infhrt &r
asked, Al's it terrible tQqgddstriRtdM Many predniink WoménViduhd thérisélves! € f t
mother of Izabella Tskhovrebova, 12 the child is  wjthout medical help in damp basements where they spent
suffering from obtrusive thoughts, terrible dreams, a sensgyeral days without light, gas, water and food, in
of guilt. Obtrusive thoughts, the fear of losing her fatherconsequence of which there were cases of infant mortality
terrible dreams pursue Zarina Gazayeva, 12. During thgng childbirth traumas. Thus, Tskhinval resident T. Y.
armed conflict she hid herself in a basement. Diangapisova, who was in the 3940th week of pregnancy,
Dzhioyeva, 11, has lost her faith and her sense of securityfter the three days spent in a basement could not give
The girl from a religiouspjthdyhersel, arfel BstHe febult 8f A Bréell Spbr@idndhe N H <
could God allow this o pdhAcBRelnfothe world with head injuries. Documented
Obtrusive thoughts and sounds pursue Aslapye the data on the death of newborn Nino Vasilyevna
Vavilov. In his mind he hears the voice of his mother, lefigechenovazenashvili, caused by inttaterine hypoxia
behind in Tskhinval. Hi; grandmother and aunt were a|5f=bsulting from her mother having been during the shelling
left there. Alana Chochiyeva, 11, fears any loud sounds;f Tskhinval for three daﬁs in the basement of a burning
ilt seems theyore bombi nghofisk € fextt 0 thd corbsesurbldetﬁesﬁeﬁ(ﬂd t he
arenot here. 0 Returning toda(_;yeotr@i hbsgi ra@gﬁﬁé’ssai”djn t Og ntt h
villages, seeing the destroyed homes, children feel agaifyacuation of civilian residents of South Ossetia. Nearly
with special keenness the consequences of those horritdg thousand people, including 10 thousand children, were
events. _ _ . forced to leave their homes, finding shelter on the
Specialists testify that in 30 percent of the childrenerritory of the Russian Federatiénin the Republic of
behavioral changes are observable (aggressiolorth OssetiagAlania, Dagestan, Karachayevo
absentmindedness, tearfulness, and perplexity), neurofgherkessia, Moscow, Volgograd and Rostov Regions and
and somatic disorders (such as an increase in bo@tavropol and Krasnodar Territorios.
temperature, elevated muscle tonus, high excitability, Considering that many houses in which the
headaches, stomach pains, and euneresis), sleep 3Bfligees lived are destroyed, and their return home is
appetite disorders, block, and difficulties with made difficult or altogether impossible owing to this, it
adaptation. _ _ ~ should be expected that the violation of the right of
The chief task facing psychologists at present is t@hjidren to housing and the ensuing consequences will
render urgent psychological help to the children of Soutlgegr g longerm  characte:.
Ossetia in getting over the stress, the fear of loneliness, The same situation has evolved in respect of the
and resentfulnes:. 3 _right of children to education. Most of the 50 secondary
In the absence of prompt qualified psychologicalgeneral education schools of South Ossetia are destroyed.
help the affected children may develop chronicin Tskhinval on the day of the start of the school year, the
posttraumatic ~ stress  syndroro. ~1st of September 2008, after urgent repairs with the direct
The Department of Upbringing, Educational gssjstance of specialists from Russia only eight out of the
Education and Social Protection of Children of the14 schools could be opened; the rest so far remain not
Ministry of Education and Science of the Russianestored, because most of them were razed to the ground.
Federation, in conjunction with the Ministries of As a result of the bombing and shelling, apart from
Education of the Republic of North Ossefiania and  Tskhinval, the schools are also destroyed in the villages of
the Republic of South Ossetia, have formed professionqﬂhetagurovo’ Dmenis, Sarabuk, Tbet, Zar, and Rustav in
teams of pedagogemsychologists to render psychological the Tskhinval District; Didmukh, Ubiat, Mugut, Arknet,
help to the children who suffered during the Georgiagekmar, and Velit in the Znaur District; and Leninogor in
South Ossetia conflict and also to train the psychologistg,e Leninogor District. Given that the homes of the
of the education system of South Ossetia in the skills qfyerwhelming majority of children are also destroyed and
such work with children and their parents. they have nowhere to return, the majority of children had

~ By September 9, 2008, specified data had beefy pegin their new school year outside South Ossetia.
received on the specific features of posttraumatic stress

disorder among children and in their families within the e _ )
population group on the territory of South Ossetia and Investigative  bodies continue collecting,

within the group of refugees on the territory of Southdocumenting and generalizing eyewitness testimonies of
Ossetia. the criminalactions by Georgian troops against the

Specialists from Russia have carried Outch”dren of South Ossetia. The new information that is
psychocorrectional work with school teachers, parents arg@®ming in will beprocessed and forwarded to your
children. Methodological aid has been rendered to scho@ddress.
teachers and administrators in the work with children who
have endured a psychological traurni.
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SHORT CHRONOLOGY,
Peacekeeping Operation to Force Georgia to Peace

7 August 2008 11.00 Security Council of South Ossetia asks Russia for

00.4000.57 Georgian side opens cannon artillery fire onhelp'

the SARABUKI and DMENISI area. 11.2011.54 General mobilization declared in Georgia.

In TSKHINVALI Georgian AF units, having seized the

01.00 Georgian armed forces command takes a decisior\l(uzhn eacekeening battalion cantonment. fouaht for
to muster militiamen. yp ping , foug

. ) ' the cantonment Severny.
gtz'l}S:%KSIel\?\r/?AIi? artillery opens fire from the KERE areaThe Russian PKF battalion at Se_verny (upper) canton-
' ment beat off 5 attacks and continued to fight. Its losses
were: 2men killed and Smen wounded.
The Government House of the Republic of South Ossetia
destroyed, and the state command center moved to the

01.00 Georgian armed forces command takes a dECiSiOﬁ]PKF CHQ area.

to muster militiamen.
02.13 Georgian artillery opens fire from the KERE area
at TSKHINVALIL.

00.40600.57 Georgian side opens cannon artillery fire on
the SARABUKI and DMENISI area.

14.30 Under these conditions the Russian Federation
was forced to reinforce its peacekeeping troops within
the JPKF (with units of the 68%nd 13% Motorized Ri-

fle Regiments of the #@Motorized Rifle Division) in or-

der to carry out the peacekeeping tasks laid upon Russia,
as well as to defend Russian citizens in South Ossetia.

09.40 UBIATI comes under mortar shelling.

14.30 Georgian officers leave the Combined Headquar-

ters (CHQ) of the Joint Peacekeeping Force (JPKF) Iocaz—z 00 Reinforcement units: 1/6§3VIRR as it advances
tion. Duty stations abandoned by observers from the toWard the blocked peécekeepers in the JAVA

Georgian side. TSKHINVALI sector fights a battle with Georgian units

(up to an infantry battalion with a tank company) 6 km
northeast of TSKHINVALI; 1/138 MRR digs in on

TSKHI NVALI 6s northern outskir
The creation of a task force completed in the JAVA area

14.45 Mortar shelling of NULI and AVNEVI.

15.4316.15 Georgian armed forces units in AVNEVI
fire from cannon artillery, tanks and IFVs towards

KHETAGUROVO: fire attacks delivered on the SVERI (@ Motorized rifle batalion of the 693/RR, 14£'sepa-
and ZEMONIKOZ,I area and on the southeastern out_rate tank battalion, a 28%eparate reconnaissance bat-

: talion, and 292 self-propelled artillery regiment of the
skirts of TSKHINVALI. 19" Motorized Rifle Division) to render assistance to

19.00 Shelling of TSKHINVALI. (relieve) the peacekeeping battalion.

23.30 Commander of peacekeeping operations at the 9 August 2008
Joint Staff of Georgian Armed Forces Brig. Gen. MA-  00.00 Broadcasting of all Russian television channels on
MUKA KURASHVILI announces the start of combat  the territory of Georgia terminated. Voice of America ra-
operations against fiOss et diogdoubleségsbeadaastingfreasiency.
23.40 A massive fire attack on TSKHINVALI begins.
01.25 The main force of the Georgian body of troops
8 August 2008 leaves TSKHINVALI and tries to dig in 2 km south of

02.30 Georgian AF units capture MUGUTI and start an the city.
offensive operation in two directions: MUGUTI, AV-
NEVI and KHETAGUROVO and MUGUTI, ZEM©
NIKOZI and TSKHINVALI.

05.30 4 combat ships of the Black Sea Fleet move to the
OCHAMCHIRA disembarkation area.

04.15 Firing on TSKHINVALI from multiple launch 08.00 Martial law declared in Georgia for 15 days.

rocket systems begins. Georgian armed forces (ta . . :
units) fired by direct laying at the JPKF CHQ and peacg-fg'59 Artillery shelling of the city of TSKHINVALI.

keeping battalion locations. 15.00 Georgian artillery fires on columns of South Os-

setian [efuq(ees as they raove along. the Zar Road e*nd on
0.UTl’S |ris € 9Le9 1 Edceddt Riss
reinforcement units ‘of peacekeeping forces of Russia.
Georgian units consisting of a mechanized battalion of
an infantry brigade and a national guard battalion with
artillery support undertook from the southern direction

06.000n the cityds southern as -

sume the offensive.

07.40 Georgian air force delivers an air strike on the
DZHAVA cantonment and DIDI GUPTA Village.
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an assault attempt on the positions of the peacekeepingf the Georgian armed forces leave TSKHINVALI.
battalion of the 138Motorized Rifle Regiment.

05.00 US G17A aircraft deliver 800 Georgian troops
15.20 After regrouping, Georgian units undertook a newand 80 tons of cargo from AL KUT, Irag, to NO-

assault attempt on TSKHINVAL. VOALEXEYEVKA Airport.

Suffered losses in the fighting and withdrew to the

ZEMO-NIKOZI, TBETI, KHETAGUROVO AND 12.00 Formations and units of Russian armed forces
PRISI areas. start assuming control of a security zone.

17.10 5 Georgian Navy boats move from POTI Port to-15.20 Three Georgian S5 jets strike at areas of TLI-

wards the Port of OCHAMCHIRA. AKANI, KVARNETI, KEKHVI, and EREDVI Villages.
One plane shot down.

19.12 As they closed with Black Sea Fleet ships, the ap-

proaching Georgian Navy boats did not respond to an$5.30 Staff of the United Nations Observer Mission in

signals and inquiries, and ignored the demands to leageorgia (UNOMIG) withdrawn from Kodori Valley in

the security zone. After warning shots the small antisubAbkhazia, UN Assistant Secretary General Edmond Mu-

marine ship Kasimov and the small missile boat MirazHet reported.

stroke with their weapons at the violator boats, after

which the latter left the security zone. 18.00 70" Motorized Rifle Regiment with a BTG of the
234" Amphibian Assault Regiment and 69Blotorized
10 August 2008 Rifle Regiment with a BTG of the 164\mphibian As-

sault Regiment reach the GORI area and assume the de-
fensive along the SAKASHETI, VARIANI and KA-
RALETI LINE.

Units of the 108 Amphibian Assault Regiment and of
the 526" and 558/13% Separate Motorized Rifle Bri-
gades blocked ZUGDIDI.

01.07 Disembarkation of a battalion tactical group
(BTG), 108" Amphibian Assault Regiment"ZAmphib-
ian Assault (Mountain) Division, from the large landing
ship Tsezar Kunnikov completed.

03.34 Georgian artillery continues striking at columns
of units of Russian armed forces advancing along the Z

Road. a51.40 Concentration of personnel of thé thfantry Bri-

gade that had arrived from Irag noticed at the Georgian

06.30 Disembarkation of a BTG, 168Amphibian As- armed forcesd training center

sault Regiment, 7 Amphibian Assault (Mountain) Divi-
sion, from the large landing ship Saratov completed. 12 August 2008
06.00 Georgian AF start restoring the combat power of,
08.00 The 108" Amphibian Assault Regiment"7Am-  and regrouping troops.
phibian Assault (Mountain) Division, concentrates in theSENAKI blocked by units of the 188Amphibian As-
TEPLICHNY KOMBINAT (Greenhouse Enterprise) sault Regiment, "7 Amphibian Assault (Mountain) Divi-
area (8 km northeast of OCHAMCHIRA); a BTG of the sion.
31" Separate Amphibian Assault Brigade moved to BA-
BUSHARA Airport. 07.00 Units of the 24" Amphibian Assault Regiment,
7" Amphibian Assault (Mountain) Division, start ad-
10.00 Georgian units firing on convoys with wounded, vancing from NABAKEVI to occupy the passes
not allowing the Red Cross to conduct evacuation. TABARI, KHONI and KALAMARI-SUKI (east of
Kodori Valley) on the routes of possible advance of
17.53 Ukrainian authorities warn that the Black Sea Georgian units.
Fleet ships may be denied return to SEVASTOPOL.
12.00 Georgian armed forces take up defensive posi-
20.10 Units of the 108 Amphibian Assault Regiment,  tions, concentrating major efforts on holding GORI.
7™ Amphibian Assault (Mountain) Division, raise the
blockade of the bridge over the river INGURI. 12.30 Russian armed forces units {7Blotorized Rifle
Regiment with a BTG of the 284Amphibian Assault
During 24 hrs Formations and units of the GeorgiarRegiment and 693Motorized Rifle Regiment with a
armed forces €, 39 4" and ¥ infantry brigades, an ar- BTG of the 104 Amphibian Assault Regiment) reach
tillery brigade, and a separate radio technical battaliorthe northern outskirts of GORI.
continued to conduct local operations for the capture of

the territory of the Republic of South Ossetia. 12.45 The President of the Russian Federation an-
Mobilization of Georgian national guard reservists connounces completion of the operation to force Georgia to
tinued. peace.
11 August 2008 13.00 The leadership of the Russian Ministry of Defense
03.00 The last units of the8and 4"infantry brigades tgkes a decision to suspend the further advance of Rus-
sian forces.
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18.30 The Presidents of Russia and France voice th&7.00 Forward units of the 71Motorized Rifle Regi-

principles for resolving the conflict. ment, 42 Motorized Rifle Division, set up five peace
keeping posts to assume control of the security zone.

23.25 Small antisubmarine ship Suzdalets spots a-high

speed group target moving from the POTI direction. The 16 August 2008

target did not respond to an inquiry. A warning salvo;q g 18 posts sets up in the LASHE and KOSHKA

was fired from an AKE30. The target lays smoke gocior by efforts of the 439Miotorized Rifle Regiment,
screens, turns back and disappears. 19" Motorized Rifle Division.

13 August 2008 13.00 693" Motorized Rifle Regiment with a BTG of

Russian armed forces units conducted no combat agre 104' Amphibian Assault Regiment took up defen-
tions; they pressed back a group of Georgian troops frogive positions with a forward edge along the left bank of
the security zone and blocked the conflict area. Provideghe DIDI-RUI canal line so as to prevent a breakthrough
conditions for delivery of humanitarian aid to the civilian of Georgian armed forces units towards KUTAISI and
population. GORI. 70" Motorized Rifle Regiment, 49 Motorized

Rifle Division, in cooperation with a BTG of the 234
03.00 Aircraft made air/radar reconnaissance and esAmphibian Assault Division, 7BAmphibian Assault
corted truck convoys with humanitarian cargo. Division, took up defensive positions with a forward

edge along the Lake Nalarbizevi line, elevation 735.6,
09.00 In the Kodori Valley area Georgian armed forces 500 m western elevation 751.4, western outskirts of
units surrender their arms and withdraw from the valley. NATSRETI, so as to prevent a breakthrough of Georgian
Abkhazian armed forces units conduct search operationarmed forces units towards TBILISI and GORI.
there. To reinforce the group of troops in South Ossetia, the in-

troduction of units of airborne forces (a separate special
12.00 The President of Georgia agrees to the main itemgurpose unit of a separate regiment" dpecialpurpose
of the RussiafFrench plan for a peaceful settlement ofregiment; 2/104 Amphibian Assault Regiment; BTG,
the conflict. Georgian armed forces continued the with331% Parachute Regiment, 9&Airborne Division) into
drawal of troops (%, 3 and 4" Infantry Brigades) to- the territory of the republic begun.
wards TBILISI.

17 August 2008

14 August 2008 04.00 Sabotage groups of the Georgian armed forces at-
1840The US President annoutempmed tolicdmenit dcts ef Gdbotaye in the ROKI TRIN-
humanitarian mission to Georgia led by the US mili- NEL area.
tary, 0 demanding the Russian side ensure that dAall
of communication and transport in Georgia remain open09.00 1% Infantry Brigade from Iraq takes up defensive
for the delivery of huma npositans brate OAKMS dné dastefn@tskifls of KASPI
14 August 2008 line; on the SAGURAMO and MTSKHETA line a Geor-

gian Interior Ministry special purpose unit defends; a re-
14.08 A US u-17¢ military transport aircraft lands in serve (up to a tank battalion strong) is concentrated at
TBILISI Airport with humanitarian cargo. DIGOMI.

15.35 A part of the Georgian armed forces units are10.00 71% Motorized Rifle Regiment, 49 Motorized

withdrawn towards MTSKHETA, the rest of the troopsRifle Division, increases the number of posts in threat-

were taking up defensive positions near TBILISI. ened sectors. All in all, 36 posts are set up, including 16
on the western direction;

21.00 US G17A aircraft make five flights to TBILISI 20 on the eastern direction.

Airport delivering humanitarian and military cargoes.  To build up efforts of the group of forces in the Republic
of South Ossetia, a reserve of manpower and equipment

15 August 2008 created in readiness for introduction into the conflict
06.00 Georgian armed forces units continued regrouping®"€: 242" and 258' Motorized Rifle Regiments, 944

with the aim of building up the group of troops in the glf—?ropelled Artillery Regiment, 20Motorized Ri_fle
TBILISI area; individual sabotage and reconnaissance Division in the ARDON area; 205 Separate Motorized

groups and snipers operate on South Ossetian territory. Rifle Brigade at the place of permanent deployment.
21.15 A column of Russian peacekeepers moving from

uENAKI fired on from grenade launchers 3 km south of
the 30% Checkpoint.

10.00 A defense circle being created around TBILISI
and contiguous settlements. Defensive positions contin
to be organized in the area of MTKHETA.

15.00 NATO countries start rendering humanitarian as- ) ) )
sistance to Georgia. The Georgian leadership actively searches for ways to

restore the combat power of the armed forces.
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